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A Mystery of Classification.
We wonder why It Is that the leg

islators at Albany who profess u de
kins for Instruction by popular vote
before committing themselves as for
or agulnst this Federal Prohibition
amendment are promptly counted with
the "wets" In ull the numerical estl
mates of the division of votes.

Thnt Is not quite Just to the gentle
men concerned. They ure not saying
thnt they will vote against prohlbl
tlon after a referendum has disclosed
the fact that a majority of the citi-

zens of New York State favor pro
hlbltlon. They tiro by no means la
belling themselves ns "wet." They
ore merely attempting to postpone
action on the amendment until some
future time by referring the question
to the decision of those to whom the
Constitution does not entrust the de
rision, and thus relieving of Immedl
lite responsibility the very persons to
whom the Constitution tloes entrust
the decision, namely, themselves.

It might be proper to put the refer
endum statesmen In the cunctator
class, but It Is unfair, as we have re
marked, to register them outright In
the list of the "wets."

Nevertheless this prevalent error J

or classification is mighty signmcaut,
when you cume to think ubout it.

Naming Our New Ships
Tho pleasant task of selecting the

names for the new ships 120 In num
ber to be constructed for the Gov
ernment- - by the American Interna
tional Shipbuilding Corporation was
recently undertaken by the wife of
the President of the United Stntes,
The list Is almost entirely made up
of Indian appellations, Mrs. Wood-ao-

Wilson being, according to the
Journal of Commerce, "a close stu
dent of the aboriginal Inhabitants o

the United Stntes and a descendant
of Pocahontas." Many of the names
are familiar, such as Snco, Sauger-tle- s

and Schenectady ; some few ure
euphonious, such as Uualaska and
Unadltla; while others are simply
barbarous, such us Shlcksliiuny,
Skunkscut and Sus.i ugh.

It Is Interesting to luqutro Into tho
etymology, derivation or origin of
pome of these designations. ItPd
Jacket heads tho list. Hkd Jacket
was n famous Seneca chief who sided
with the Itrltlsh In the devolution,
after which he mode friends with us
iso ns to be honored by receiving n
medal from General Washington.
nnd sided with the Americans in the
war of 1S1- -. Some of his biogra-
phers praise hlni as an Indian orator
nnd .statesman ; other- - denounce him
ns a hypocrite and cowiml. The
weight of authority, however, favors
the view that he was rather a noble
tort of savngo.

Tho first name on the list which
we are able to Identify as of New
York origin Is Sagaponack, which
now belongs to a post otHce In the
town of Southampton on Long Island,
Bltuated on .i tract of land thus

. designated by the Indians, south of
Sag Harbor, It means "a pluee where
Mg ground nuts grow," ns Interpreted
In the late William W.m.i.ack Took-kb'- h

work on "Indian Place Names
on Long Island." Sagaponack was
once a resort of wolves, animals
which have long since disappeared
from tho fauna of New York; for It
Is first mentioned In the town records
In Idol in an order concerning a re-

ward for killing wolves there.
Other New York mimes among Mrs.

Wilson's selections from Indian
sources are Schenectady and Scho-dac- k

nnd Schoharie and Shauangunk
nnd Shluneeocli, Schenectady signi-
fies "on that side of the Pinery." In
the Government "Handbook of Amer-

ican Indians" wo are told that this
refers to the large number of pines
formerly growing between Albany and
Schenectady. Schodack, meaning "at
the prairie," was the ancient capital
of the Mohicans on tho site where
Castleton now stands iy& the banks
of the Hudson ten miles below Al
bany. Schoharie, which being trans- -

luted means "driftwood," was a ?,Tn-

hawk village near the present Scho-
harie. ShuwaimuiiU Is the ancient
Indian name of the well known group
of mountains In I'l-t- er county, locally
irotioiinri Shoii-guii- . It will prob-- '

nuly be difficult to leach mariners to

pronounce this nnmo correctly. Some
of us nro old enough to remember
how, during the civil wnr, the Jacklos
used to mil tho monitor Mlantonomoh
My Aunt Don't Know Me."

Shlnnecock Is one of the most fa
miliar Indian place names on Long
Island ntid, as nearly us can be lhnde
out, signifies n tract of level land.
TroKER says It first appears In the of
Indian deed of Southampton executed

10-i- We have not been able to
discover the source of Mrs. Wilson's:
Sl'.lckshlnny, unless It Is another form

Shlkshlchcna, the name of n band
the Upper Yankton .Sioux, which
Riven In the Government manual

ns meaning "hnd ones of different
kinds." It does not seem likely, how-

ever, tlutt she would choose a name
having such an unpleasant significa
tion. Sailors would be apt to shun a
ship named "The Had 'Un."

Other singular selections on the
White House list of ships' names are
Suspecough and Skunkscut. Is h

pronounced Busiecoff or Sus- -

pecow? Ami what In the world does
Skunkscut stand for? We know that
the word skunk was applied by the
Kennebeck Indians to the polecat, but
we cannot believe that any derivative
therefrom bus been knowingly chosen J

for the name of a vessel of the United
States.

A Strong and Confident Franre.
On his arrival In Trance Newton a

D. ISakek, the American Secretnry of
War, could have still heard the echoes
of Premier Ci.kmknckau's speech In
the Trench Chamber. Its note of de
fiance to the enemies of the republic
and Its expression of his own deter
mination awKthat-o- f the nation to
continue the war to the last quarter

of an hour" must have given an us- -

surnnce of the faith of the Trench
people In the position of Trance and
the outcome of the struggle.

Clkmlnceav, more thun any other
Premier thnt Trance has had since
tho war began, expresses the spirit
of Trance, thnt spirit of determina
tion which gives strength to tho
Trench line und which made possible
the victory of the Ma me and the re
pulse of overwhelming German force
at Verdun. The bravery of the
Trench people nnd the soundness of
their nntlonal integrity have never
been questioned. The weakness has
been political. Tour war Cabinets
have preceded the present Ministry.
They have all been made inefficient
nnd vulnerable by tho susceptibility
of lesser Ministers to the Influence of
an Insidious German propaganda
aimed at the corruption of high
Trench officials. Kiiiot and Painleve,
not less sincere and patriotic than
CrKUKNCE.r, were unable to cope

with this treachery.
Old "Tiger" Clkmrntkau neither

compromised with treason nor waited
for tlie results of its working to cre-

ate a serious peril to the nation.
He pounced upon Itololsm as soon as
he became Premier: he halted the ac-

tivities of Cah laux and M.w.vv with-

out waiting for tho results of their
schemes to be manifested. He was
not afraid to risk the existence of
his Ministry upon the te-- t. It was
by this method, so characteristic of
the man's mentnl and physlenl fear-

lessness, that he expressed the posi-

tion of Trance. In "nn unlucky mo-

ment," says the report of the pro
ceedings In the Chamber. M. Henau-dfx- ,

the Socialist leader, challenged
hloi to accept the responsibility for
severe attacks upon the party. "M.
Clemenceau bounded to the tribune
with the vlcor of a man of thirty."
When he quitted the tribune n reso-

lution of confidence III the Govern-

ment was voted by 4'K) against
What he suld was as follows :

"There) la only one thlnic to do, and
that Is to tret on with tho war and noth
In but the war. Bleating about peace
wilt not crush Prussian militarism. War
and nothing but war must be the only
thouRht. In all wars he Is the con-

queror who can believe a quarter of an
hour lonner than War adversary that he
Is not beaten. I Bhall continue the war
to tho last quarter of an hour, for the
last quarter of an hour will be ours."

There Is inspiration In this for the
American War Secretary now In

Trance and for the 10,0110 new Amer-

ican soldiers who have Just arrived
there. It Is the sentiment of a val
iant and confident Trance expressed
by a strong,, courageous man.

Kill the Vile Carp.
In one locality In Orange county

the ban ngaln.--t killing carp has been
lifted, and there comes with Iho an-

nouncement the pleasing assurance
that the same privilege of extermina-
tion will be soon extended to other
places In the Stnte.

This will be heartening news to nil
anglers. The curp Is nn enemy alien.
He was sneaked Into our good Ameri-
can streams years ago, a clear case of
German propaganda. We did not
know s much about Germans nnd
German carp then as we do now. If
It were printable, what we have since
learned about Germans would till n
library, nnd whnt our American an-

glers have learned about German carp
would fill another. Were our anglers'
carp lore stripped of Its perhaps Ir-

relevant, but comforting, expletive
decorations, It would be ierhnps ma-

terially reduced In volume but would
still remain an Imposing collection
of piscatorial literature, which If
properly distributed would go far to-

ward driving the last carp from our
homo waters.

The streams of Ohio, Indiana, III!
j nols and other Western Stntes have

been ravaged hy carp until there Is
hardly a decent, Amer-
ican tish left In them. Once they
were swarming with big, strong, clean
river bass, these sume Western
streams, and a mighty game customer

to handlo that river bass wait, even
when you got him firmly hooked. Ho
fought every Inch of tho wuy to the
landing, and then lie fought some
more, ns lacerated fingers of tho, un-

wary bore much testimony.
Uut tho vile, slimy, mud grovelling

carp has Just about exterminated our I

fine river bass now. Not In fair fight,
course. One able bodied American

river bnss would clean out a whole
shock unit school of carp nnd turn
them Into carp hash so fast that nntl-car- p

legislation would long ago have
been superfluous. And nobody knows
thnt better than Brer Carp. He never
fights. He lies low. The lust thing
under water a carp wants Is a river
bass fight. But he docs dote on river
bass eggs. When Mr. nnd Mrs. Bubs
arc away from home looking for a
tussle with an open, fair fighting
angler foe, then out' of that camou-
flage

a
of sedimentary tilth he loves so

well tho missionary of submarine
kuttur emerges and murders n help-
less family of millions or so little
bass children In their beds. Then he
goes to tho nearest sewer mouth nnd
wallows and swallows there, a swim-
ming stench, until he Is ready to go
off on another bnhy killing raid.

So that now when you drop your
hook In one of those Western streams
out of which perchance In boyhood
you have pulled many a tine, fighting,
clean fleshed American bass, you get

slow, sodden pull nnd lift up a dend
load of a foot or so of foul, sewage
soaked Deutschland tlber Alles. Noth-
ing lacking save the spiked helmet.

Let the anti-car- p crusade go on 1

Breerhci or Trousers for
Army Officers?

There wni a note of asperity In
somo of the letters asking The Sun
to demand long trousers ns part of
the uniform of civilians to whom com
missions In the army are given with
no expectation thnt they shall ever
perform any other than clerical duty.
We regret to find this note In much
discussion of this subject. While It
It undoubtedly true that many of
these young civilians obtained their
commissions through soclnl or politi-

cal Influence, nnd thereby created re- -

sentlment which Is being expressed.
nnd true, too, thnt the commonplace
desk duties they iierform could be us
well done If they were civil tervlce
appointee and drew civil service In

stead of army officers' pay. there yet
may be good reason why some should
hold commissions and wear breeches.
polished puttees and spurs.

There may be a reason for the mar
tial uniforms gracefully worn by the
young gentlemen drawing officers' sal-

aries for sitting In sunny rooms over-

looking the romantic Potomnc, lei-

surely engaged In filing Index cards or
making press copies of form orders
for bacon nnd condensed milk. We
make the suggestion because of our
desire to quiet resentment until n

remedy may be applied to the Injus-

tice, If Injustice exist.
The Wnr Department may later

classify these commissioned nnd un
formed clerks and deprive tho-- e who
really are performing civil, not mar-

tial, duties of their puttees and spurs,
nnd drape their soft and graceful legs
In trousers. Then puttees, whether of
canvas or polished leather, will be
token to all who observe that the
wenrers belong to the fighting arm of
the service, trousers to the gentler
but necessnry civil service.

To the first news of the capture of
the young aviator, Thomas Hitch-
cock, Jr., Is added the very welcome
report that he was not wounded In the
encounter that brought htm and his
machine to the ground within the Ger-
man lines. Tor a youth of his years
scarcely more than 1", he has made an
unusuallv brilliant record of achieve
ments. The French Government rec- -
ognlzed his skill and daring by
lntr to him the prized Croix do Gtwrre.
Tho keenest disappointment to this
splendid young American must be the
fact that be may be no lonccr able to
render service to the cause which ho
had espoused with ull the spirit and
enthusiasm of youth.

Why doesn't the Tood Administrator
publish tho names of the offending
rextauranta? Or would that let the
offenders' patrons know that they
must dine elsewhere for a day and
thus elve comfort to accomplices?

Tho pigeon that took twenty-fou- r
hours to fly from Washington to New-Yor-

may have had Ited Tape around
its wings.

An tho Btnte Department hut Amer-
ican tourists out of Cuba it Is only
fair that a loan of $15,000,000 be made
to the little republic. The amount Is
scarcely more than thnt which Is an-ual- ly

apent In Havana for mantillas
und Panama hats.

The Russian revolution started a
year ago nnd It Is still Impossible to
see the spokes of the plnwlieel.

An American Secretary of War has
arrived In a Trench capital after cross-
ing a body of water In a conveyance
adapted to navigation.

EVEN A SQUAB WILL TURN.

She Thrusts a Tender Quill at Hen
Playwrights.

To the KeiToa ok Tub Sun Sir; A
few nights ago I saw the out of town
r.wuluetlon of 'The Siiuub which
n to be seen In New York ravin. Ah a
young woman engaged In moving picture
work I protest against the Insult to u
who are In that profession. It insults
not only the girls but moving picture di-

rector also, and It casta discredit, too,
nn a director who Is world famous. Call-
ing the girls In musical plays "squabs"
and clilokens was bad enough. In "The
Squab Farm" we of the motion picture
l.vluxtry are equally humiliated.

If we young women are squabs, then
the mtddlo aged woman who write plays
about us are bens old hen.

MAitoAnrr Middleton.
New Yonic, March IS.

Thrift BUmps.
From the Dttrett frt Pnn.

A quarter
A day

Keeps the Oermana
Away,
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THE PROHIBITION

The Counsel for the Hotel Pro-

prietors Dliensief, Temperately ana
Tentatively, Its Various Aspects.

To thb Kni-ro- or The Sun fir: May
have space In Tin Hvu to comment to

upon your editorial of y entitled
"The Tremendous Force of Prohibition at

Bentlment"? I ask this not only for no

myself, but for the leading hotel proprle?
tors of this city, who, through Mr. Bow-

man of the Dlttmore, have consulted ma
as to whether or not it la worth their
while or anybody's while to undertake
to meet that Tremendous Torre and, If
so, how It might be. done. Without yet
answering their question I have ven-

tured to say, platitudinous as It may be,
that it Is always worth while to stand
and right for what Is Just and sensible,
and that our history from the beginning
has proved that the American people Is

good court before which to muke an
honest fight for a Just and true verdict,

Yes, you did point out lust week that
the Constitution of the United State
neither contemplates nor recognizes any
referendum of the sort proposed by Sen-
ator I'mcrson and Assemblyman Ma-lon- e.

You did enow that the only meth-
ods of ratification are by the votca of
the Legislatures or by tho action of a
specially called convention. Hut you
did not point out and you have Ignored
the fact that never before was It under-
taken to put Into the Constitution of the
United Ktnteei a regulation of human
habit ; and It does seem to a rcanonable
mind, docfl It not, that before that Is
dona It might be well to consult the peo-
ple. Nobody ran say that their action
will, ui accordance with the Conirtltu-tlo- n,

amend it. Their action will simply
Instruct thlr respective Legislatures.
Hut why should not their Legislatures
seek their instruction before a thing is

,dono that makes our Conetltutlon not a
scheme or government, with security for
Individual rights, but also, ami In a
novel way, a rule to control personal
habits?

Krom the First to the Seventeenth
Amendment of the Constitution each
la a declaration of IndMdual liberty,
und never once an abridgment of It.
Congress can make no law establishing
a religion or abridging freedom of
speech or of the press. It imist not In-

terfere with the rlajht of the people In
an organised way to keep and hear
arms for the protection of the State.
People's houses cannot be Invaded for
tstrches and seizures, aa Judge Dele
hanty has just pointed out. Persons
cannot - put twice In Jeopardy, or be
compelled to testify against mem
selves, or be deprived of life, liberty or
property without due proi-e.- of law.
We are entitled to a speedy and a
public trial, and witnesses cannot tes
tify against us In our abenco from the
court room, and excessive ball shall
not bo roqulred of us, nor cruel
or unusual punishments Inflicted upon
u.s when we have done a wrong,
and there shall bo no slavery or In
voluntary servitude, and States shall
not make laws that abridge tho privi-
leges and Immunities of cltlxeus of the
United States guaranteed to them all
by our Constitution. And neither race
nor color io- - previous condition of ser-
vitude shall be tho excuse for denying
to us, or any of us. tho rights that the
Constitution aford?.

And In all the seventeen amendments
there Is no one which Is not a restric-
tion upon Congress and tin- Legislatures
in the lnten-s- t of indlvldil.il liberty, un-

less the sixteenth may bo so considered,
which says that C'onprcs-- s may tax
Incomes,

Now. here is a new thing, llocause
you think that n'.cohol Instilled Into
beverages and taken Into people's
stomachs distorts their minds. Injures
their health and tends to e.trlte them to
tholr own and other people s harm, ou
want tho Constitution lo be so nnmnded
that no such beverage may bo made or
mixed, and you want that to be done
by a two-thir- majority vote of about
en thousand men so as to control the

dally habit of one hundred millions. In-

cluding the members of Congress and
all the members of every Legislature of
our country, there are not more than
ten thousand of them ; Hnd you hold
that because the Constitution has made
them efficient, as they have been eff-

icient. In ordaining rules of Individual
liberty, they should now be sufficient to
ordain a rule to regulate and restrict
human habit.

In law, perhaps, though a considerable
number of good lawyers are thinking tho j

matter oer, It may be that they will bo
sufficient. Uut the question Is, Is that
a right or sensible or just way to get
at a reasonable solution of the liquor
ptt.blem? I am trying to ascertain Just
how much tho United States, for the
payment of Its expenses, and each State,
each county In each Slate, each munici-
pality nnd township In each State, for
the payment of their exvenscH, would
lose In taxes If this Uederal amendment
passes. I have not got the llgures et,

but they must show that the loss will be
tremendous. You s.iy, truly, that the
prohibition sentiment Is tremendous; that
It - manifesting Itself everywhere; that
piohlbltlon has neer gained so fast
and so considerably as during the year
Just i.tst and that the circumstances
which have produced that result are the
war, tho woman vote and the grow'ing
feeling on the part of temperate citizens
tniil they want to promote the war and
U.at they have a certain sympathy with
a wife's anil a mother's hatted of the
saloon. You vut It perfectly.

Hut Is absolute prohibition, the prohi-

bition of beers to worklngmcn when they
have finished a day's work, the prohibi-
tion of wines at dinner In homes ami
hotels, from the sales of which, If per-

mitted, enormous revenues In this time
of war, when we are spending for war
purposes millions of dollars a dn, could
be derived Is this absolute prohibition
necessary to the ends that tho prohibi
tionists avow? Is It Just to our people?
Ir It wisely to Vi put Into a Constitution
which, until now, has ben no other than
a plan of government und a bill of
rights? Is It right that uch a denial
of right should bo nude by 10.000 per-

sons to bind 100,00u."0i of other per
sons without those other persons having
an thing to say? They mlcht not want
to have anything to my where, as In the
Instance of every other amendment to
tho Constitution, their Individual fiee-dn- m

of action is asserted nnd maintained.
Hut horo their Individual freedom of ac.
Hon Is denied. Should this be done In
that way mrely btcatwie that Is the way
by which the Constitution has been here-
tofore amended?

I havo not yet told my client, Mr,
Bowman, and thoie whom he repies-enl- n,

whether or not I think there Is
any use asking you and all the other
agencies through which public opinion
can 'be Informed and persuaded to bo
not In a hurry, to wait until all the,
facts ard beforo you,, and even then to
wait until you havo thought them over.
My own vlow Is;

(1) That no amendment to tho Con-

stitution will be tolerated by the Su-

premo Court which provides for Us

enforcement any other than 'Federal
authority and Federal action.

(2) That tho manufacture of lever-
ages containing morn than a certain
percentage of alcohol Is really the
thing that the people want to get at
that Is, at whiskey, rum, champagne.

(8) Tnat there is no good reason to
forbid the opportunity to worklngmen

lake a glass of beer In their lunch
hour, on thele way home from work, or

the supper tsble; snd that there Is
reason why a man In his home

should not serve to his family and hie
guests a bottle of light wine, or why my
clients, tho hotels, should not be per-

mitted to serve to their guests these
healthful and In no ordinary way dan'
geroui drinks.

(I) That there is no reason why the
large revenues which might accrue lo
the Federal flovornment. the State Gov-
ernments, the municipalities, counties
and towns from the ale of beers and
light wines should not now go to the re
lief of the individual taxpayer In the
awful demands that are being and must
hereafter bo made upon him ; and

Finally, that the advocates of the Fed-
eral amendment are going too tar, and
by going too far are likely to get them-
selves Into the situation where tho Su-

preme Court of the United States will
say that Congress has enacted and has
submitted to the State Legislatures and
the Legislatures have approved some-
thing which Is not within the view of
the American Constitution and may not
be added, under its provisions, to the or-
ganic law of the nation.

If tho provisions of tho Constltuilon
as to how an amendment can be made
are to be appealed to without any ref
erence to the peoplo themselves, then It
would seem to me that the purposes of
the Constitution will bo considered by
tho courts, and that the attempt to put
Into It something that Is not within Its
contemplation will be looked at severely.
Whether or not Congress had a right to
present to the Legldature the proposi-
tion that Is now beforo them In the form
In which It is before them is a doubt-
ful proposition, and If a result can be
got that ettlsfles public opinion without
putting thin question o the test, I
should think that result prefcrnble.

LKML'RL, EL" iJLICO.
Nkw York, March 12.

THE SIBERIAN QUESTION.

Mr. Maurice Leon's Suggested Plan of
Operations on the Kastern Front.
To Tun UiuTuR of The Sun Sir: The

Japanese are a highly susceptible people;
while they make it a point of honor to
Justify those who esteem and trust them,
vlth them, as with most people, mis.
trust engenders mistrust, and should thty
be treated as a nation Incapable of dis-

interestedness, the consequences would
be such as might easily bo foreseen.

The situation calls for a positive rather
than a negative attitude on the part of
ttie United .States. Instead of merely
"refuting to assume reHponsiblllty" we
should face all our responsibilities ami
Invite Japan to do likewise we are
both engaged In a etnigglo tho object of
which is the same tor all belligerents on
our Bide, namely, the defence of the lib-

erties of the world now Imperilled by
G rman aggression.

Such a positive attitude on our part
might bo expressed to Japan In some
such way as this:

Tho United States Is sending to the
western front a gr-.i- t army to insure
its effective partlcrpatlon In the common
struzgle. In return the United States
nsks and expects, nothing by way of re-

ward, content with tho security
which victory will give to its institutions
and tho vindication of the principles to
perpetuate which this nation was
founded. Tho American army Is being
utilized on the western front because it
can be most effective there. The United
States welt omen a like effort by Japan
on the raslcni front, where Japan's par-
ticipation must prove most effective. It
should bo explicitly understood and an-

nounced to the world In that connection
that Japan, like the United States, ex-

pects ndlhlnc by w ay of reward In return
for tho coopi-ratlo- n of Its forces on the
eastern front. Such it declaration Is nec-sr- y

In order that the Russian people
mav welcome the Japanese force as
friends. Kverythlng likely to Insure that
letult should be done. Accordingly, tho
American forces having, accepted the
unity of command at present In forco over
the Allied armies. It should be understood
that the Japanese armies operating on
t tic eastern front are subject to the same
direction. In order to gle the Hussian
people tanglblo e ideueu that, the Japa-
nese forces In Husslnn territory arc there
to carry out only the common purpose
of the Allies, the expedition should In-

clude an American brigade, such Trench
nrd British forces as can conveniently
be utilized and a stuff of officers of tho
armies of the United States, Trance and
tlreat Britain, to serve as representatives
of the Allied War Council which directs
all military operations of the. Allies. In.
eluding those on the eastern front. One
of the duties of that staff would be to
establish rnlntions with all Hussian
forces wlllInK to oppose the Hermans and
Insure their cooperation us part of the
Allied armies on tho eastern front.

Hero Is a programme Inaurlng for the
United States nnd Japan perfect equality
cf prestige nnd purpose In the general
plan, nnd giving Russia neoded help,
with assurances that she can accept It
without fear. Mauricte Leon.

Nkw York, March II.

SELF-SACRIFIC- TOO.

It Is a Virtue Companion to "Honor,
Courage and

To the Editor of Tiiu Sun Sir: Will
Tin; Sun kindly enlighten at least one
of Its perplexed readers?

l.mg ago from reading your paper I
c.miluded that you taught tho most
worthy characteristics for man to culti-
vate were honor, courage and

Witness, for Instance, your nu.
meroua protests against paternalistic
government, your Impatience with those
who excuse on the grounds of or plead
low wages a a cause for moral delin-
quencies, your own long, gallant and ex.
Verslvo tight for the ope shop. Those
were only a few phases of your working
generalizations t a ".liei least governed
people nre the governed people" ;

that the mo opto are educated,
self-relia- m.u uiageotiH, the stronger
will be their nation; In fact, that a true
and lasting democracy Is Impossible
otherwise; that there are eternal laws,
such as those of aupply and demand and
cause and effect, for instance, and that
all attempts of legislatures to the con
trary are futile, In fact Injurious.

If my understanding of your principles
Is correct, wherein am I at fault In not
being able to reconcile them with your
stand for Federal prohibition?

Josii'H Hartt,
Nkw York, March IS.

Spring Zephsra.
From the SpHntfrlt Prion,

Spring breathes a gentle tephyr.
Wo anlfl eiiice laden brertei;

Then changing mood aha blows a blast
That turna our anlffa Iu aneezti.

THEY SERVE THEIR

The nt Offleeri Do Their
Doty; Let Others Imitate Them.

To thb Editor or TUB SUN Sir.-- I
havo from time to time seen upon the
editorial page of your paper letters from
various persons, evidently entirely un-

acquainted with military affairs, referring
to "uniformed slacker!," "rtk warriors.
..., and speaking In most disparaging

terms of officers whose duties, either
temporarily or permanently for the
writers of these letters certainly nave no
means of knowing which require their
presence behind a desk.

I don't know who "Observer" Is. nor do

I much care, but his Is the viewpoint of
the narrow minded civilian who does
so much harm to tho service. Does
"Observer" think that these officers to
whom he refers, whether Ihey be in
New York or Washington, have anything
to say about where they shall be ata
tloned or why. or how long or whother
they shall be behind a desk or in tho
field?

Does "Observer" realize that every
officer In accepting his commission, no
matter In what branch of the service,
assumes solemn obligations nnd duties
and that so long as he wears the uniform
of the United States Army he Is not hts
own master? noes "Observer" realize
that these officers who crowd Washing
ton and New York and other cities are
sent there by their Government to do

work that Is necessary, and in many
oases far from pleasant?

Does he realize that these officers are
sent from place to place often upon an
hour's notice; that not one of them can
make definite plans for anything; that
any one of them knows when he goes
to his ofTlce that he may And orders lor
Trance awaiting him, and Incidentally
la praying that he may?

And "Observer" calls these men "desk
warriors" !

I am afraid "Observer" would make
a poor soldier. He places service to his
Government in a secondary place. But
why not let him be content In doing
nothing rather than In trying to carry
out destructive work?

1 am writing without any sense of
personal Injury, because I have been In

active field sen-ic- ever since war was
declared. I hope to continue to bo. but
If I should ever be detailed to a desk I

should like to meet "Observer" and nsk
him why these officers so annoy him
nnd Incidentally Judge for myself Just
how patriotic his feelings are,

KtNSLKT W.
Lieut. I. M. C. U. 8. A.

With tub Colors, March 11.

THE LANGUAGE WE USE.

Indiana Teaches American, but Can-

not Hide Our Debt to English.
To the HotTon or Tun Sun Sir: I

must deplore the superficial way in
which vour correspondents dlscusa what
language Is used In these United States.
Why not go at once to the heart of the
question?

The centre of population Is locaten ny

the last census "In southern Indiana,
in the western part of Bloomlngton city,
Monroe county."

Tho first section of the "Act to es
tablish a University in the State of
IndUna," approved February 13, 1R38.

under which the Stato University Htill

operates, rends as follows :

That there anall bo and hereby la ere- -
ted and established a university adjacent

to the town of Hloomlnston, In the county
uf Monro- -, for the education of youth In
the American, learned and foreign ei

and literature.
For eighty years this umbilical Insti

tution has been engaged In the patriotic
task of Americanising our language.
with the result thnt y the only
genuine literature we possess! is that
produced by Indiana. The economic and
intellectual core, of the country being
therefore saved, what matters It It Ung
llsh Is still occasionally used for low
brow purposes on the fringes of the
Union?

In more serious vein, let mo add
thnt the silly se.vson seems to have set
In on the eastern front of Journalism,
Dulco est dealpere In loco , but these are
mighty serious times. Both Trance and
England have contributed elements to
our institutions and Ideals. We have
blended those contributions and added
something of our own. It would be a
pity If under the name of "Americaniza-
tion" we should appear anxious to cm
phnslze unimportant differences between
us nnd them, rather than the great

that now unite us.
Io not let ua be too proud to acknowl-

edge that whatever either of them may
have don to us In the past, we owe
both of them a trcmendoui lebt. Our
pride should lie rather In the fact that
we are now so magnificently discharg-
ing that obligation. Alfred Z. Reeo.

Nrw York, March II.

CLOTHING THE DOG.

Poet Too Much Wool Go Into Sweat
ers for Pets I

To the Umtor Ob-- The Sf.v Sir; In
the Imperative need for conservation of
necessaries toward which we most prop-
erly must do nil In our power, would It
not be desirable to deprive our favored
dogs of their knit sweatcts'.'

If all tho lap dogs that aie dr.igged
prolerllngly on a piece of tape through
our busy streets were to give up their
"Inter garment of wool, uncounted skeins
could be put to u better use, and the
cl.mlnatlon of thcwi coverings from the
market would permit the wool thus saved
to be made into socks nnd sweaters for
oil' men, and no one a penny the worse.
except perhaps the dogs. And even they
ralsht mid proud consolation In the
sweaters of silk with which thejr fond
owners would doubtless provide them.

One Who Saves.
New York, March IS.

A New Way to Save Coal.
To the Editor of The SfN Sir: 1

can fee whero real conservation of coal
can be accomplished at a tlmo when
neither the wae earner r.or the home
would suffer. Our schools have ten
weeks vacation, from June to September
of each year. Would It not be beneficial
to veduco tho summer vacation to about
live weeks, and close the schools during
th- months of December and January, or
at any time during the winter months
when fuel conservation would he ef-

fected? H. B. I.
New Haven, Conn., March 12.

An Optimist Gives Testimony.

To hie EtuTonorTiigSuN Sir: There
Is a cloe analogy between the Confeder-
ate Ironclad Merrlmac and the submarine
of the present day. But as tho former
was conquered JUBt at the tlmo when she
appeared to have things at her mercy,
tio, loo, will the bitter bo swept from
tho seas by Its superior. Just ns sure
as the enrth Is round, somewhero In these
United States there Is atiothor John
Ericsson conceiving a craft to overtake
and conquer the Vwolves of tho sea."

Nrw York, March 12. Positiv.

RAILROADS AND
SOUTHERN

Acquirement of Great Political Influence

of the Manner of Evolution of the Roads.

There Is probably no more amusing
feature In American politics than tho
pained and surprised note that comes
from many of the papers In the South
ern States over the frank and amiable
admission by Milton H. Smith, presi-

dent of the Louisville and Nashvlllo
ltallroad Company, that It waa for a
long time the custom of his road to
take n hand In politics In the several
States. The humor of the situation Is
enhanced by the horror with which
some of tho editorial brethren view
the statement that railroad money
was placed politically where It would
do the most good.

Mr. Smith has made no startling
admission. Ho has merely told tho
whole country what everybody in the
Southern States know for twenty-fiv- e

years or more. Particularly CIA tho
persons who now chiefly affect sur-
prise know the full and harrowing
facts.

The railroad participation In South-
ern politics came as an evolution and
not ns any sudden burst of genius,
'orty years ago, when Ulrmlnghnm

was In swaddling clothes. Chattanooga
the possessor of undeveloped Iron and
coal territory and tho agricultural
regions were threaded by dirt roads
over which the recalcitrant mulo might
drag n cotton cart If it hadn't rained
recently, the leading citizens of every
town organized town meetings to per-
suade the railroad promoter and
owner to extend their lines.

In many cases the citizens of Hog
Hollow, Liluo Goose nnd Hale's Cross
ltoads subscribed to tho stock of the
roads to Induce tho building of feeders.
The railroad man was looked upon as
it welcome pioneer and a public bene-
factor who was to have great aid and
support. Kach community was glad
to extend any privilege to the builders
to get tho consequent development.

The time came when tho communi
ties built up by rail development
prospered. They began to seek some
thing from the roads that they once
welcomed with such glee, nnd it lic- -
camc the chief Joy of the rural Jury
to soaK me rauroaa ior uumuges
when a cow was killed by a train or
when tho right of eminent domain was
Invoked for the taking of a needed bit
of right of way.

With this evolution came the era of
tile local attorney. The several toads.
acting sometimes in common ami
sometimes alone, sought out the
bright young men who could get the
most local enthusiasm out of their ti1(.m,eIvc, withdrew from the actlv-count- y

conventions, vvho spoke most ltlcs of tho earer d
pleasingly upon tho Sabbath to the tent
answerers of the churchgolng bell and
who thereby had acquired Influence. tlc.a without being able to And favor
and appointed them local attorneys. witI, thp catabHgh, order ,lr(,w

They formed the basis of the rail- - Ktones at tboso who would not
domination of Southern politics. celve thrm wlth open HrmR anJ

When the State convention came i remarkable evolution made targets o'along each local attorney might Issue , the very men who twenty v.arsas many passes as he wanted for bis for(. hll(i hfcn ,,y ,e toW1'nia
followers, and tho State capital found meeting to come to the aid of thea of those present and calltv
participating. Having trexxeu twiner
on the road's frank, were not inclined
to throw stones at the hand that wioto
the pass. i

Candidates, taking their rue from
the willingness of tho roads to nils
ui pontics, jimo'imy I'linni'-- vo .t.
to It that no campaign fund lacked
the friendly aid of the rich road. Nat-
urally the roads took care of tliclr
own Intercuts through a system which
they had primarily started and which

DOUGLASTON'S GAS.

Further llemarks on Supply and De- -

mand In Remote Localities.

To the Editor of The sa'N .sir: inoi
treasurer of the Douglaston Civic Asso
elation hae much to say that Is lamia
tory of the Tubllc Service Commission
In ordering the Queens llorough Gas
Company to supply Douglaston with gas.
Naturally, he does not refer to the fact
Hint the order will necessitate laving
nve miles of mains from the gas house
at Flushing ncross the dreary marshes
which separate Douglaston from the
rest of the city, at an expense which was
calculated at ITO.OOo Iu 1914. and which
is double that nor does It ap-

pear to him to be material that the
yield on the investment, which was es-

timated by the Appellate Division at
about S'-- j per cent, in 1?H. will be
nothing whatever owing to huge
Increases In costs.

The extension of n gas main to Doug-
laston, Involving nn Investment which
would not yield a dollar of return to
the gas company, would add nn amount
equal to the entire cost of the main to
the value of Douglaston real estate.
The enthusiasm of Douglaston property
owners over the "bouanra" they expect
to receive through the Instrumentality
of the Public Service Commission Is not
difficult to understand. It Is not a case
of "rohblng Peter to pay Paul." but of
robbing Peter to give to Paul. Why
sh.iuld Paul not be profuse In his ex-

pressions of giatltudo nnd praise the
nobility of his benefactor?

"Think of any pait of New York city
being without gas." exclaims the treas-
urer of the Douglaston Association, It
is Just as well to consider, also, that If
gas mains were to be extended to every
farmhouse, and detached lesldenco In
Greater New York, Iu all Its sparsely
settled areas, now devoted largely to ag
ricultural purposes, the additional In-

vestment would make II necessary to
raise existing rates to nil consumers.
even If capital could be secured for the
purpose.

On the 4th of this month the United
Statos Supreme Court held, In the Den-
ver Water Company case, that a return
of 4.28 per rent, on the Investment Is
confiscatory. According to Edward Ala- -

wnrth Ross, writing In the current issue
of the tufepeiulrnf, leon Trotzky.
aneaklnc for the Holshevlkl. said thnt
they proposed to take over the factories
of Russia, allowing the owners a return
of r or per cent, on the Investment.

The Public Service Commission Is.

therefore, less liberal to enpit il than the
Hnlshevlkl, although there Is a subtle
vmnathv between them. Under the

circumstances tho association's charac -

terlzatlnn of tho gas company a a
"Prussian gas aristocracy" is easily
comprehensible. The instinct lo defame
the victim who Is to be. despoiled Is a
part of humnn nature.

Othmi Pixu'Mc'h Monct.
New York, March 13,

A Klnd'wJrd fur Ilrer Huld.ll,
From the Itrenham Itr.nnrr I'mi.

One of the n J ntKc'n In ralKlim raliMts
Inatead of rhlrkena Is that the rabSI' won't
fly over the feme into rrlt-r.- indirhbor's
war garden. Another udwntaK: Hrer
Itabblt don't wnke up at break V day,
when alerp la most enjoyable,

POLITICS IN THE

majority

STATES.

by Railroad Men a Natural Itcsull

the politicians found profitable to cu-
ltivate.

Thus It cams about that the state
of Tennesseo, had It looked with

eyes, might havo ascertained
that the Democratic Htatu Committee's
campaign fund In many n race We
at its head tho gencroua IC.iiOO from
tho Louisville nnd Nashville, whlH, the
opposing Republican fund trailedalong behind nn Identical contribution
from the samo source.

Mr. Smith might have told lils hear-cr- s
tho other day that political man.ager went around to solicit such

and thut the legal depart-
ment of tho road wan frequently Inset
with urgent requests for political aid.

Did tho papers and the politicians
know It?

They did.
Twenty years ago a famous Ken.

tucky lawyer was an active worker for
the road and held court nt Nashville,
at the old Maxwell House, In quarters
that were as well known and as fre-
quently visited as the Governor's, office.
There wasn't any secret about It.

One of the best known railroad men
of tho period once told tho writer of
tins article, tnat lie had given thou-
sands of passes to one member of the
Legislature who largely held his post
by the process of bringing his

faro free, over the lints.
Many of the members actually had
blocks of blank passes that they might
fill out nt will, and n simple request
from any member would bring a pass
for a friend In need.

The Louisville and Nashvlllo was by
no means alone. What it did In Tennes-see- ,

Alabama and Georgia, to say noth-
ing of Kentucky, tho Southern did
from Maryland to New Orleans, with
the Illinois Central tapping the valley
through Kentucky, Tennessee, Missis,
slppi and Louisiana, and the Missouri
Pacific, the Cotton Belt, tho Frisco and
their neighbors handling tho district
west of the big river.

Tho lessor roads camo along iu
join their more Important friends
No more formidable political organi-
zation was ever made In the country
It controlled nominations, elections

, H ,,,. t. , .

"V ;,,, V, ZZ" l . . :e"
',,iMfinn

u was ftt' flrgt nQt conslf)mJ a
menace. Rallnvii nttnm.v. i., ,i..
dftyfl wrrn not ctUjsod ma, f
torB nil . --,,.., hu. .
u po,t of honor nut
in(, of tn new r(?ffImo b h
tnek ftom man.. onfI ,. r.

, i(Gformpri( .i. unA , ,

That both si. Icq iihn,l in,.
iM without question. That It'l rourht
many instances of the misuse of po.
lltlcnl power is sure. ,l!ut that the
system was a hidden thing, unknown
to the prers and to politic is ul.-m-

untrue. Jo pretend ignorance ,,f lis
nuiivilletn 13 iu ucKnowiecigc that on"
has no Information whatever con

the structure upon which He nth-er-

politics of the post-bellu- bra- d
was erected.

THE NORTHERN LIGHTS.

Last Week's Display Recalls a I.m
Angeles Alarm of Tire In the 'so-- .

tothcki itor of The Sry. ir. 'in.it
a great many people fnllcd to u- n,n .

tho recent display of northern lltrMs Is
not surprising, for It Is about thlrty-fU- e

years since a spectacle nn magnifleert
has occurred. In that time an older
generation has passed away and
younger ono has appeared

That any ono trained In the ol,s..r.i.
tlon of such phenomena should f,..: o
recognize an aurora, however. Is a spun !.
lug; for a more typical aurora lia n t

occurred In this latitude In inure !'-- n
fifty years.

Early in tho 'fns an unusu.illi l.iise
spot appeared on the sun, large "i rouu'i
to be visible to the naked ee. SuddeOv
a rapid movement wlth.n the jint devel-
oped and the spot disappeared. Conci-ren- t

with this disturbance theie
brilliant displays of northern lights ,i .

over the western hemisphere At !'n
time a magnetic observatory a a'-'-

In Los Angeles and tho magnetic ttnnn
registered on the principal msgneto n, -

wat so violent thnt the registration sheet
was a complete blur, .Most of the tele-

graph circuits were operated nt t at fn-- b

batteries, ami many of the hies
pat out of business by strong e.ir'li
tents. Although, of roue ,t
visible, the display and the concur '
m ignetlc disturbance continued thiniu-pu- t

the daylight period.
When the red flashes first we

111 Los Angeles a general fee n'nr .

sounded, nnd a strict regard I'm f
of the case Impels me, to n't t' n
hilped to pull a hose cart up t'e T 'D

pie street hill that night
J W Iti.nwtr

MofNt Vi:rnon, March IS

w York's Year of Prohibition.
To the Editor of Tin. Srs r '' '

the piohlhltlnnlsts nfty or s t "i"
ago win a triumph In New A rU - .' ,

i und was Myron H t'lark f ! t

truer? Euwauh K Dpasf
L'Llz.vRETIt, N, J.. March 12,

,

Clark, who was elected Cover
New 1 orK in 1S..4, was supl"rtel
me pninuutionssts as wen us ta,
slavery wings of the Whig and '' "

erotic parties. Some of hi- - su; ; ""
called tliemselVCK "Kopun:i ,i he

tlrs; uso of the word In this -- ' '

a party name. During C'.atk oimln
i istrutlon ;i l.iw was passed i ''
j the sale of liquors except for un 11

O'tl. chemical and medical ucs It"'
In operation from April. Iv-
May, IsTifi, when the Court r.f
declared it linconstltiitlon.il

The Web nine.
'l thf Aliantl Conlttt'tt "

A Kind all creation- --

Ixrd of a little loam
That blooina into h e' .en

And waxee a elc ho-- i

I heir the corn b'adea rmtle.
And 'tl-- an If til!' mid

"A lilt to "t, III A pill" pe-

A space thit b'oonia f'r
"Ami pleaaant iliade of fni.- '

Where iprlnKtlm ien '
Nn wonder that Hi" ni.tei

Tbanki God, Who blet-ie- " ' ground


